This one-of-a-kind archive allows unbiased views of the Earth's land surface dating from the 1960s to present. Early imagery can be compared with contemporary imagery to detect changes, rates of those changes, and trends in land use and environmental processes on a global scale. This archive of data can support a wide range of scientific, environmental, and land management purposes, including environmental monitoring, agriculture and natural resource management, and disaster management.
Before and after images provide a multidecadal view of change, and with additional monitoring, science investigations, policy considerations, and human actions are better informed. The synoptic, long-term view provided by NSLRSDA imagery assists decision makers in the United States at local, regional, and global scales.
Many of the collections complement each other. Combining multiple sources affords researchers additional information for their analysis of environmental change, their energy and mineral assessments, and many other interdisciplinary studies.
Contents of the NSLRSDA
The NSLRSDA consists of film and electronic records. These observational records date from the 1960s to present. Collections in the NSLRSDA as of 2018 are highlighted in table 1.
The collections that make up the NSLRSDA can never be recreated because they captured land areas of Earth at a specific day and time in history. These collections include different views of the land based on the system used to capture them. The detail, or ground resolution, is measured in meters (table 1) ; smaller numbers represent more detail. The detail of these collections ranges from less than 1 to 1,000 meters. 
How to Get the Data
There are multiple ways to discover more about the NSLRSDA and to download the data. Read more about the NSLRSDA at https://eros.usgs.gov/nslrsda. 
